THE   HYDESVILLE   EPISODE

before, though a Dr. Langworthy was introduced to
test the possibility of ventriloquism. The final report
was that " the sounds were heard, and their thorough
investigation had conclusively shown them to be pro-
duced neither by machinery nor ventriloquism, though
what the agent is they were unable to determine/*

Again the audience turned down the report of
their own committee, and again a deputation was
chosen from among the most extreme opponents, one
of whom vowed that if he could not find out the trick
he would throw himself over the falls of the Genesee
River. Their examination was thorough to the length
of brutality, and a committee of ladies was associated
with it. The latter stripped the frightened girls, who
wept bitterly under their afflictions. Their dresses
were then tied tightly round their ankles and they
were placed upon glass and other insulators. The
committee was forced to report, " when they were
standing on pillows with a handkerchief tied round
the bottom of their dresses, tight to the ankles, we all
heard the rapping on the wall and floor distinctly."
The committee further testified that their questions,
some of them mental, had been answered correctly.

So long as the public looked upon the movement
as a sort of joke it was prepared to be tolerantly
amused, but when these successive reports put the
matter in a more serious light, a wave of blackguard-
ism swept over the town, which reached such a pitch
that Mr. Willetts, a gallant Quaker, was compelled at
the fourth public meeting to declare that " the mob
of ruffians who designed to lynch the girls should do
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